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letter the patriarch attempted to draw the attention of the
delegates to the hopeless position of the Georgian people under
the occupation. In 1922 the patriarch was accused at Tiflis of
having misinformed European public opinion of the position in
Georgia, was found guilty and was sentenced to nine years'
penal servitude.
In 1924^ when the persecutions in Georgia had reached their
climax, the League Assembly was compelled once again to deal
with the position. Before any resolution was adopted the matter
was dealt with by the Sixth Commission. As rapporteur of
the latter, the Canadian delegate, Mr. MacDonald, was charged
with placing the vote of the Commission before the Plenary
Assembly. The words used by him in describing the facts, and
more especially the latest events in Georgia, give an excellent
account of the position. Referring to the Georgian appeal, he
concluded by saying: "The sufferings of the Georgian people
are intolerable; the terror . . . becomes more and more
violent; deportations, imprisonments, tortures in the Cheka
prisons, executions, without judgment, of representatives of
every class, become increasingly numerous; politicians when
arrested are treated like bandits; intellectuals and workmen
are alike deprived of the means of work; Georgians who are
opposed to the regime find every obstacle placed in the way of
their admission to every kind of private, commercial or indus-
trial enterprise, or to the public service; the clergy is persecuted
for exercising its religious duties and for having thrown light
on the present-jday state of affairs; the head of the Georgian
Church, the patriarch Ambrosius, has been condemned to
several years of imprisonment and is in prison at the moment.
. . . Such is the position. I am sure that it will affect all the
members of the Assembly. Accordingly, I submit the con-
clusions of the Sixth Commission with a full confidence in
your judgment."
The Assembly thereupon resolved to adopt the procedure
followed in 1922, i.e. to submit the report of the Sixth Com-